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Biography 

Pablo Picasso,  born in Malaga,  Spain on October 25,  1881,  is  perhaps the 
most inf luent ia l  art ist  of  the 20th century.  Picasso may be best  known for  
pioneering Cubism and fractur ing the two- dimensional  picture plane in 
order to convey three-dimensional  space.   

By the age of  15 he was already technical ly  ski l led in drawing and paint ing.  
Picasso's highly or iginal  sty le cont inuously evolved throughout his  long 
career,  expanding the def init ion of  what art  could be.  Inspired by Afr ican 
and Iber ian art ,  he also contr ibuted to the r ise of  Surreal ism and 
Expressionism. In addit ion to paint ing,  he would explore sculpture,  
ceramics and other art  forms,  and become one of  the most inf luent ia l  
art ists  of  the 1900s.   

Paint ings f rom Picasso's blue period (1901-1904)  depict  for lorn people 
painted in shades of  blue,  evoking feel ings of  sadness and al ienat ion.  
After  his  move to Par is  in 1904,  Picasso's rose period paint ings took on a 
warmer more optimist ic  mood. In 1907 he and French painter  George 
Braque pioneered cubism; and by 1912 Picasso was incorporat ing 
newspaper pr int ,  postage stamps and other mater ia ls  into his  paint ings.  
This  sty le is  cal led col lage.  By the late 1920s he turned toward a f lat ,  
cubist-related sty le.  During the 1930s his  paint ings became mil i tant and 
pol i t ical .  

Picasso’s s izable oeuvre grew to include over 20,000 paint ings,  pr ints ,  
drawings,  sculptures,ceramics,  theater sets,  and costume designs.  He 
painted Guernica (1937) ,  a  masterpiece and his  most famous work f rom this  
per iod,  in response to the Spanish Civ i l  War;  the paint ing depicts the 
terror  of  the bombing of  the town of  Guernica during the Spanish c iv i l  war.  
Fol lowing World War I I ,  P icasso's work became less pol i t ical  and more 
gentle.  He spent the remaining years of  his  l i fe in an explorat ion var ious 
histor ical  and experimental  sty les of  art  l ike sculptures,  etchings and 
ceramics.   

Picasso died on Apri l  8 ,  1973 at  his  home, Notre-Dame-de-Vie in Mougin,  
France.  He was buried on Apri l  10 at  his  chateau Vauvenagues,  170 
ki lometers f rom Mougin.  The indefat igable art ist  has been the subject  of  
exhibit ions at  the world’s  most prest igious inst i tut ions,  f rom the Museum 
of Modern Art  and Centre Pompidou to the Stedel i jk  Museum and Tate 
Modern.  
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