
 

Janette Beckman 
(Br i t ish,  born 1959)

Biography 

Brit ish-born photographer Janette Beckman began her career at  the 
dawn of  punk rock working for  publ icat ions such as The Face and 
Melody Maker.  She shot bands from The Clash to Boy George as wel l  
as three Pol ice album covers and documented the youth culture of  
the era.  

Moving to NYC in 1983,  Beckman was drawn to the underground hip-
hop scene where she photographed the pioneers of  the culture such 
as RUN DMC, Sl ick Rick,  Salt-N-Pepa,  Grandmaster Flash,  LL Cool J,  
and Big Daddy Kane.  

Beckman has publ ished f ive books:  ‘Rap,  Portraits  & Lyr ics of  a 
Generat ion of  Black Rockers’ ,  ‘Made In The UK The Music of  Att i tude 
1977-1983’ ,  ‘The Breaks,  Sty l in’  and Prof i l in’  1982- 1990 ′ ,  ‘E l  Hoyo 
Maravi l la ’  and ‘The MashUp, Hip Hop Photos Remixed by Iconic 
Graff i t i  Art ists ’ .  

Her work has been shown in gal ler ies and museums worldwide 
including the Museum of Fine Arts ,  Houston,  The Annenberg Space 
for  Photography,  Los Angeles and Kunsthal  Rotterdam, amongst 
others.  Janette Beckman’s work is  in the permanent col lect ions of  
the Smithsonian Museum, the Museum of the City of  New York,  the 
Musée des Civ i l isat ions de l ’Europe, France,  and the Nakamura Keith 
Haring Col lect ion,  Japan.  

Her dedicat ion to documenting the out l iers  of  society remains 
evident in the works she creates surrounding subjects such as 
Manhattan based dirt  bike gang, The Go Hard Boyz,  an i l legal  gir l  
f ight c lub in Brownsvi l le,  New York,  and the hard-nosed rodeo r iders 
of  the River City Rodeo in Omaha, Nebraska.  

Beckman’s commercial  work includes assignments for  c l ients such as 
Apple,  Dior,  Levi ’s ,  Schott ,  and Shinola.  



Selected Col lect ions 

National  Museum of Afr ican American History and Culture,  
Washington,  USA 
Museum of the City of  New York (MCNY),  New York City,  USA 
Brit ish National  Portrait  Gal lery,  London, United Kingdom 
Victor ia and Albert  Museum (V&A),  Londen, United Kingdom 
The Rock & Rol l  Hal l  of  Fame, Cleveland, USA 

Selected Exhibit ions 

2024 
    Solo:  Rebels ,  Foam Museum, Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

2023 
    Fotograf iska,  New York City,  USA 
    Cortona on the Move Photo Fest ival ,  I ta ly  
    Photovi l le,  New York City,  USA 

2022 
    Fahey Klein Gal lery,  Los Angeles,  USA 

2021 
    Solo,  Fotograf iska,  New York City,  USA 

2020 
    Contact High:  A Visual  History of  Hip-Hop ,  Internat ional   
    Center of  Photography,  New York City,  USA 

2019 
    Street Dreams,  How Hip Hop Took Over Fashion ,  Kunsthal   
    Rotterdam, Rotterdam, The Netherlands 
    Icons of  Sty le:  A Century of  Fashion ,  Museum of Fine Arts ,   
    Houston,  USA 
    Contact High:  A Visual  History of  Hip Hop ,  Annenberg Space for       
    Photography,  Los Angeles,  USA 

2018 
    Solo:  The Mash-Up Hip Hop Photos Remixed by Iconic Graff i t i   
    Art ists ,  Fahey Klein Gal lery,  Los Angeles,  USA 
    Solo:  Extraordinary Rebels ,  And’ Studio,  Mi lan,  I ta ly  
    The Elements of  Sty le,  The 80’s  Graff i t i  & Hip Hop Scenes of  New  
    York ,  Seoul  Sup Art  Center,  Seoul ,  Korea 
    Beat Posit ive ,  Getty images Gal lery,  London, United Kingdom 

2017 
    Hip Hop Culture New York ,  Musée d’Art  Contemporain,  Marsei l le,   
    France 

2015 
    Hip Hop Revolut ion ,  Museum of the City of  New York,   
    New York City,  USA 

2014 
    Solo:  Harlem Go Hard Boy ,  Harver Bank Gal lery,  Omaha,  USA 
    Solo:  Rebel Cultures ,  HVW8 Gal lery,  Los Angeles,  USA 

2013 
    Solo:  Made in the UK, St i le Punk al la  Thatcher ,  Ono Arte  
    Contemporanea,  Bologna,  I ta ly  
    Youth Culture’  Caracas,  Venezuela 

2011 
    Catch The Beat,  The Roots of  Punk & Hip Hop ,  Morr ison Hotel   
    Gal lery,  New York City,  USA 

2009 
    Solo:  Street Styles,  Punk,  Rap ,  Tower Records Gal lery,  Tokyo,   
    Japan 
    Solo:  Rebels,  Punk & Hip Hop ,  Blender Gal lery,  Sydney,  Austral ia  

2008 
    Dover Street Market,  London, United Kingdom 
    Col lette,  Par is ,  France 
    Solo:  The Breaks ,  PowerHouse Gal lery,  New York City,  USA 

2007 
    Solo:  Made in the UK ,  Paul  Smith,  London, United Kingdom 

Upcoming group shows 

2024 
    ICP Street portraits  group show, New York City,  USA 
    212 Photography,  Istanbul ,  Turkey 

2025 
    Nat ional  Portrait  Gal lery,  London, United Kingdom 



Books 

2022 
    Rebels:  From Punk to Dior  

2018 
    The Mash Up: Hip-Hop Photos Remixed by Iconic Graff i t i  Art ists  

2011 
    El Hoyo Maravi l la  

2008 
    The Breaks Styl in’  & Prof i l in’  1982-1990  

2005 
    Made in the UK The Music of  Att i tude 1977-1983  

1991 
    Rap! Portraits  and Lyr ics of  a Generat ion of  Black Rockers


