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Biography 

Lucio Fontana was a Argentine-Italian painter and sculptor born in 
1899, in Argentina. In 1905, Fontana moved with his father to Milan and 
after serving in the Italian army in World War I, he obtained his 
diploma as a 'master builder'. After graduating, Fontana returned to 
Argentina, where he worked as a sculptor in his father's studio before 
opening his own, in 1924. He moved back to Milan in 1927 to study 
under Adolfo Wildt at the Accademia di Brera. He spent the duration 
of World War II in Argentina where he developed and published in 
1946 his new theory of art in Manifesto Blanco, which proposed a 
‘spatial’ form of art, instead of a ‘virtual’ approach. 

Fontana is considered founder and representative of Spatialism. 
Followers of ‘Spazialismo’ (the Italian translation), which arose in the 
late 1940’s, intended to synthesize colour, sound, space, movement, 
and time into a new type of art. Fontana published his ideas of the 
movement in his Manifesto Blanco in Argentina in 1946.  
He proposed a ‘spatial’ attempt in art instead of a ‘virtual’ approach, 
combining art and science through the use of techniques such as neon 
lighting and television. He also cut and stabbed paintings, which are 
also considered Spatialist works. Known as Concetto Spaziale (‘spatial 
concepts’), these evolved throughout the remainder of his career. 
These forms of art ranged from holes and slashes in monochrome 
paintings to egg-like shapes in undefined spaces and were created 
using different techniques. In his Pietre ('stones’) series, he fused the 
sculptural with painting by encrusting the surfaces of his canvases with 
heavy impasto and colored glass. In his Buchi (‘holes’) cycle, he 
punctured the surface of his canvases, breaking the membrane of two-
dimensionality in order to highlight the space behind the picture. In his 
Tagli (‘slashes’) cycle, he sliced through matte monochrome surfaces.  

Fontana also developed ties with the Italian Arte Povera (l iterally ‘poor 
art’) movement between 1967 and 1972. Like the term ‘Impressionism’, 
this term was derived from art criticism. Artists from this movement 
adopted a radical stance against established institutions of 
government, industry and culture, by creating unconventional art 
composed of different materials and styles. 

Fontana died at the age of 69 in Varese on September 7 1968. 
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