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( Indigenous Austral ian,  ca.  1938 -  2013)

Biography 

Ningura Naparrula was born around 1938 in Watulka,  south of  
Kiwirkurra,  Northern Terr i tory.  Ningura Napurrula is  the widow of the 
famous Papunya art ist  Yala Yala Gibbs.  Ningura was represented at  
the ARCO Art  Fair  2002 in Spain and in the same year won the 
prest igious Al ice Pr ize.  Ningura Naparrula began paint ing in the 90s 
and with Naata Nungurrayi  is  one of  the founders of  the ‘Pintupi  
Paint ing Women’ movement f rom Kintore.  Her most impressive work 
is  large in s ize and often executed in two colors (usual ly  black and 
white or  red and white) .  Her work stands out for  i ts  sharp patterns in 
which white dots form a del icate l inear web where the dark 
background shines through. This  gives the i l lus ion that the dark 
surface forms the upper layer of  paint ,  which gives her paint ings a 
spectacular  perspect ive.  She paints with a ref inement and detai l  that  
is  exceptional  for  Aboriginal  Art .  Ningura is  a lso a member of  the 
Papunya Tula Art ists  col lect ive.  Since moti fs  f rom her work were 
included in the architecture of  the 2006 opening of  the Musée du 
Quai  Branly in Par is ,  her work has become popular  worldwide.  

Ningura Napurrula was born around 1938 in Watulka south of  
Kiwirkurra,  Northern Terr i tory.  Ningura Napurrula was a young 
woman in her mid-twenties when she took her f i rst  journey out of  the 
Gibson Desert  in 1962 to Papunya with the Northern Terr i tory 
Welfare Branch patrol .  After  their  son received medical  t reatment at  
Papunya,  Napurrula and her husband Yala Yala Gibbs Tjungurrayi  
were transported by another patrol  back to their  own country,  c lose 
to the present day s i te of  Kiwirrkura.  The fol lowing year,  Napurrula 
and Tjungurrayi  walked back to Papunya with their  whole family  
group as part  of  a general  migrat ion of  Pintupi  people from their  
country.   



Yala Yala Gibbs Tjungurrayi  became one of  the founders of  Papunya 
Tula Art ists  in the ear ly  1970s,  and one of  the exponents of  the 
class ic T ingari  paint ing sty le that dominated Pintupi  men’s paint ing 
unt i l  the ear ly  1990s.  In the 1980s,  the family  moved back to the 
newly establ ished Pintupi  township of  Walungurru (Kintore) ,  then to 
Muntart i  outstat ion in Western Austral ia ,  before returning to 
Walungurru.  Here,  Napurrula and Tjungurrayi ’s  other two wives 
began assist ing Tjungurrayi  in inf i l l ing the backgrounds of  his  
canvases with the meticulous,  precisely placed dots that 
character ised the T ingari  sty le.  

Napurrula f i rst  painted in her own r ight in 1995,  in the second year 
of  the Haasts Bluff/Kintore women’s paint ing project .  Fol lowing 
Tjungurrayi ’s  death in 1998,  her paint ing act iv i ty  increased 
dramatical ly.  Her bold,  intr icate l inework and dense monochrome 
inf i l l ing – as seen in Untit led (Wirrulnga) ,  2000 – are reminiscent of  
Tjungurrayi ’s  ear l iest  works.  Wirrulnga is  an important women’s 
rockhole s i te east  of  Kiwirrkura.  Napurrula’s  work is  strongly charged 
with the ser iousness of  women’s business,  echoed in the dist inct ive 
paint ings of  fel low Papunya Tula Art ists ,  Makint i  Napanangka and 
Inyuwa Nampit j inpa.  Napurrula and Tjungurrayi ’s  sons,  Morr is  
Gibson Tjapalt jarr i  (Mawit j i )  and Adam Gibbs Tjapalt jarr i ,  now carry 
on their  mother’s  and father’s  work in their  own paint ings.   

Her most impressive work is  large in s ize and often done in two 
colors (usual ly  black and white or  red and white) .  Het work stands 
out for  i ts  sharply executed patterns in which white dots form up a 
del icate l inear game where the dark background shines through. 
This  gives the i l lus ion that the dark surface forms the upper layer of  
paint ,  which gives her paint ings a spectacular  perspect ive.  She 
paints with ref inement and detai l  that  is  exceptional  for  Aboriginal  
Art  and her f inest  work shows an unprecedented determinat ion.  
Niagara is  a lso a member of  the Papunya Tula Art ist  col lect ive.  Since 
moti fs  f rom her work were included in the architecture of  the in 2006 
opened Musée de Quai  Branly in Par is ,  her work is  very popular  
worldwide.  We are very lucky to have some of  her work 
complementing our col lect ion.  Niagara exhibits  cont inuously in 
numerous renowned gal ler ies across Austral ia  and held a number of  
successful  solo exhibit ions.   
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Awards 

2006 - Australia’s top 50 most collectible artists 
    

2002 - Alice Springs Art Award 
    

2001 - National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Art Award 



Selected Exhibitions 

2018 
   Ancestral Modern: Australian Aboriginal Art from the Kaplan & Levi  
   collection ,  Blanton Museum of Art, Austin, USA 
    

2017 - 2018 
   Work by Ningura Napurrula from the collection of Musée de Quai 
   Branly is on view in the Louvre, Abu Dhabi, UAE 
    

2015 
   Signs and Traces. Contemporary Aboriginal Exhibitions ,  Zamek  
   Culture Centre, Poznan, Poland 
    

2012 
   Unique Perspectives, Papunya Tula Artists and the Alice Springs 
   Community ,  Araluen Arts Centre, Alice Springs, AU 
    

2011 
   Papunya Tula Women's Art ,  Maitland Regional Art Gallery, AU 
    

2010 
   Nyakula Kanyini Piintapalyalpayi Kamu Walytja Tjanamapa Lurrtju - 
   Caring for Artists and their Families ,  Papunya Tula Artists,  
   Alice Springs, AU 
   Walkinkarralakutu - Journeys to Lake Mackay ,  Cross Cultural Art 
   Exchange, Darwin, AU 
   Emerging Elders ,  National Gallery of Australia, Canberra, AU 
    

2009 
   Painting the Country ,  Cross Cultural Art Exchange, Darwin, AU 
   Tjukurrpa Palurukutu ,  Kutjupawana Palyantjanya - Same Stories -  
   A New Way ,  Papunya Tula Artists, Alice Springs, AU 
   Nganampatju Kanpatja Winjki, Ngnampatju Yara Winkii - All Our 
   Paintings, All Our Stories ,  Papunya Tula Artists, Alice Springs, AU 
    

2008 
   Ngurra Yurra Kulintjaku - Always Remembering Country ,  Cross  
   Cultural Art Exchange, Darwin, AU  
   The Other Thing - A Survey Show ,  Charles Darwin University Art 
   Collection, AU 
   Marrkangku Yara Palyantjaku Ngurrangka - Making Strong  
   Paintings at Home ,  Papunya Tula Artists, Alice Springs, AU 
    

2007 
   TogArt Contemporary Art Award ,  Parliament House, Canberra, AU 
   Recent Paintings 2007 ,  Cross Cultural Art Exchange, Darwin, AU 
   Wonderful World, Samstag Museum of Art, Adelaide, AU 
   Big Paintings from Papunya Tula Artists ,  Utopia Art Sydney, AU 
   The Mollie Gowing Acquisition Fund, Art Gallery of NSW, Sydney, AU 
    

2006 
   Landmarks ,  National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne, AU 
   Dreaming their Way ,  National Museum of Women in the Arts, 
   Washington D.C., USA 
   Papunya Tula Artists across the board ,  Utopia Arts Sydney, AU 
   Ningura Napurrula selected for new design on the first floor ceilings  
   of the museum, Musée du quai Branly, Paris, France 
    

2005 
   Translation ,  Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France 
   The Desert Mob Art Show ,  Araluen Art Centre, Alice Springs, AU 
    

2004 
   Mythology and Reality ,  Heide Museum of Modern Art, Melbourne, AU 
    

2003 
   Australian Contemporary Aboriginal Art ,  Toskansky Place, Prague,  
   Czech Republic 
    

2001 
   Aborigena ,  Palazzo Bricherasio, Turin, Italy 
   Beyond Wings ,  Flinders University Art Museum, Flinders, AU 
    

2000 
   Papunya Tula - Genesis and Genius ,  Art Gallery of NSW, Sydney, AU 
    

1999 
   The Desert Mob Art Show ,  Araluen Art Centre, Alice Springs, AU 
    

1996 
    Papunya Tula Artists, Alice Springs, AU 

Selected Art Fairs 

EXPO Chicago, Chicago, USA 
Zona Maco, Mexico City, Mexico


