
 

Ronnie Tjampitj inpa  
( Indigenous Austral ian (Pintupi) ,  born ca. 1943)

Biography 

Ronnie Tjampit j inpa was born around 1943 in the v ic inity  of  Muyin in 
the Western Desert ,  about 500 km west of  Al ice Springs.  When 
Ronnie was young, he moved from place to place with his  parents 
and family  in the Pintupi  language areas.  In the 1970s,  however,  
Ronnie stayed for  a long t ime in Papunya,  where he played an 
important role in the establ ishment of  the art ist  col lect ive Papunya 
Tula Art ists .  

Ronnie is  one of  Papunya's  most prominent art ists  and his  work and 
paint ing sty le inf luenced and inspired many Aboriginal  people in the 
1980s and 1990s.  In 1988 he won the Al ice Springs Art  Pr ize,  
fol lowed by several  major solo exhibit ions in Austral ia .  In 2004 
Ronnie is  elected chairman of  Papunya Tula Art ists .  

The stor ies or  Dreamings that Ronnie paints are those of  the T ingari  
Cycle,  the ancestors of  the Pintupi .  These ancestors traveled across 
the land from one sacred place to another,  performing ceremonies 
and r i tuals .  These routes are character ized in his  paint ings by 
"songl ines",  the f lowing colored l ines.  Ronnie was one of  the f i rst  to 
translate these tradit ional  stor ies,  songs and Pintupi  mythology into 
a modern medium. His paint ings are a strong representat ion of  the 
character ist ic  Pintupi  syt le:  repetit ion of  forms that are geometr ic ,  
s imple and bold,  and pigments that are often restr icted to a basic 
palette of  black,  red,  yel low and white.  

Ronnie's  work is  internat ional ly  renowned and can therefore be 
admired in several  large col lect ions in Austral ia .  However,  his  work 
has also been shown in Par is ,  Moscow, St .  Petersburg and the 
Groninger Museum. In 2015 he was honored with a solo exhibit ion at  
the Art  Gal lery of  New South Wales in Sydney.  
 
Ronnie is  marr ied to Mary Brown Napangardi  and continues to reside 
in the smal l  Pintupi  community of  Kintore,  deep into a remote desert  
area,  about 500km west of  Al ice Springs.  

Awards 

1988 -  Al ice Art  Pr ize,  Al ice Springs,  Australua 
    



Selected Col lect ions 

Art  Gal lery of  South Austral ia ,  Adelaide,  Austral ia  
Art  Gal lery of  New South Wales,  Sydney,  Austral ia  
Art  Gal lery of  Western Austral ia ,  Perth,  Austral ia  
Museum and Art  Gal lery of  the Northern Terr i tory,  Austral ia  
Musée des Arts  Afr icans et  Oceaniens,  Par is ,  France 
Donald Kahn Col lect ion,  USA 
Lowe Art  Museum, Univers i ty  of  Miami,  Miami,  USA 
National  Gal lery of  Austral ia ,  Canberra,  Austral ia  
National  Gal lery of  V ictor ia,  Melbourne,  Austral ia  
Supreme Court  of  Northern Terr i tory,  Darwin,  Austral ia  
The Holmes à Court  Col lect ion,  Perth,  Austral ia   
Owen and Wagner Col lect ion,  Hood Museum of Art ,  Hanover,  
Germany 
Aboriginal  Art  Museum Utrecht (Nat ionaal  Museum van 
Wereldculturen) ,  The Netherlands 
Kluge-Ruhe Aboriginal  Art  Col lect ion of  the Univers i ty  of  V irginia,  
Charlottesvi l le,  USA 
Araluen Art  Centre,  Al ice Springs,  Austral ia  
The Br i t ish Museum, London, United Kingdom 
Musée du quai  Branly,  Par is ,  France 
Artbank,  Sydney,  Austral ia  
Campbel l town City Art  Gal lery,  Campbel l town, Austral ia  
Medibank Pr ivate Col lect ion 
Fl inders Univers i ty  Museum of Art ,  Adelaide,  Austral ia  
Gri ff i th Univers i ty  Art  Col lect ion,  Br isbane,  Austral ia  
Groninger Museum, Groningen,  The Netherlands 
Harvard Art  Museum, Cambridge,  USA 
James D. Wolfensohn Col lect ion,  New York,  USA 
Macquarie Group Col lect ion,  Sydney,  Austral ia  
Al len,  Al len & Hemsley Col lect ion,  Austral ia  
Moree Plains Gal lery Col lect ion,  Moree,  Austral ia  
Queensland Art  Gal lery,  Br isbane,  Austral ia  
Sammlung Essl ,  V ienna,  Austr ia 
Kunstwerk Sammlung Klein,  Eberdingen-Nussdorf ,  Germany 
Kaplan and Levi  Col lect ion,  Seatt le Art  Museum, Seatt le,  USA 
Singapore Art  Museum, Singapore 
Toledo Museum of Art ,  Toledo, USA 
Univers i ty  of  Wol longong, Wol longong, Austral ia  
V ictor ian Arts  Centre Trust ,  Melbourne,  Austral ia  

 
Hank Ebes Col lect ion,  Melbourne,  Austral ia  
The Luczo Family  Col lect ion,  USA 
Par l iament House Col lect ion,  Canberra,  Austral ia  
Museo Sa Bassa Blanca,  Mal lorca,  Spain 
Corr igan Col lect ion,  Sydney,  Austral ia  
Luciano Benetton Col lect ion,  Venice,  I ta ly  
Col lect ion Edmund and Diana Hasche,  Sydney,  Austral ia  

Selected Exhibit ions 

2020 
    ORIGINS, Austral ian Aboriginal  Art  f rom the SmithDavidson  
    col lect ion ,  SmithDavidson Gal lery,  Amsterdam, The Netherlands  

2019 
    Desert  Painters of  Austral ia ,  Works f rom the Kluge-Ruhe  
    Aboriginal  Art  Col lect ion of  the Univers i ty  of  V irginia and the  
    Col lect ion of  Steve Mart in and Anne Str ingf ield,  Gagosian  
    Gal lery ,  New York & Beverley Hi l ls ,  USA  

2017 
    Tjugunutja:  From having come together ,  Museum and Art  Gal lery  
    of  the Northern Terr i tory,  Darwin,  Austral ia  

2016  
    Everywhen: The Eternal  Present in Indigenous Art  f rom Austral ia ,  
    Hardvard Art  Museums, Cambridge,  USA 

2015 
    Signs and Traces.  Contemporary Aboriginal  Exhibit ions ,  Zamek  
    Culture Centre,  Poznan,  Poland 
    Ronnie Tjampit j inpa ,  Art  Gal lery of  New South Wales,  Sydney,   
    Austral ia  

2014 
    New Pictures:  Aboriginal  Paint ing ,  Kunstwerk Sammlung Klein,   
    Eberdingen-Nussdorf ,  Germany 

2013 
    Crossing Cultures -  the Owen and Wagner Col lect ion of   
    Contemporary Aboriginal  Austral ian Art ,  Toledo Museum of Art ,  
    Toledo, USA 



2012  
    Papunya Tula:  Works on Paper ,  Art  Gal lery of  New South Wales,   
    Sydney,  Austral ia  
    Ancestral  Modern:  Austral ian Aboriginal  Art  f rom the Kaplan &  
    Levi  Col lect ion ,  Seatt le Art  Museum, Seatt le,  USA 
    Tjukurrt janu:  Origins of  Western Desert  Art ,  Musée du quai   
    Branly,  Par is ,  France 
    Crossing Cultures -  the Owen and Wagner Col lect ion of   
    Contemporary Aboriginal  Austral ian Art ,  Hood Museum of Art ,   
    Hanover,  Germany 
    Unique Perspect ives:  Papunya Tula Art ists  and the Al ice Springs  
    Community ,  Araluen Arts  Centre,  Al ice Springs,  Austral ia  

2011 
    Tjukurrt janu:  Origins of  Western Desert  Art ,  Nat ional  Gal lery of   
    V ictor ia,  Melbourne,  Austral ia  
    Liv ing Water ,  Nat ional  Gal lery of  V ictor ia,  Melbourne,  Austral ia  

2010 
    Desert  Country ,  Art  Gal lery of  South Austral ia ,  Adelaide,  Austral ia  
    The Desert  Mob Art  Show, Araluen Arts  Centre,  Al ice Springs,   
    Austral ia  
    Wilkinkarralakutu -  Journeys to Lake Mackay ,  Cross Cultural  Art   
    Exchange, Darwin,  Austral ia  
    Remembering Forward,  Austral ian Aboriginal  paint ing s ince 1960 ,   
    Museum Ludwig,  Cologne, Germany 

2009 
    Icons Of The Desert :  Ear ly  Aboriginal  Paint ings From Papunya ,   
    Cornel l  Univers i ry,  Herbert  F.  Johnson Museum of Art ,  New York,   
    USA 
    Tjukurrpa Palurukutu,  Kut jupawana Palyant jana -  Same Stor ies,  A  
    New Way ,  Papunya Tula Art ists ,  Al ice Springs,  Austral ia  
    The Dreamers ,  Art  Gal lery of  New South Wales,  Sydney,  Austral ia  

2008 
    Marrkangku Yara Palyant jaku Ngurrangka -  Making Strong  
    Paint ings At Home ,  Papunya Tula Art ists ,  Al ice Springs,  Austral ia  
    Virtuosity :  The Evolut ion of  Paint ing at  Papunya Tula ,  The Kluge- 
    Ruhe Aboriginal  Art  Col lect ion of  the Univers i ty  of  V irginia,   
    Char lottesvi l le,  USA 

2007 
    Papunya Tula 2007 ,  Gal lery Gabriel le Pizz i ,  Melbourne,  Austral ia  
    Recent Paint ings 2007 ,  Cross Cultural  Art  Exchange, Darwin,   
    Austral ia  
    Pintupi  -  Mixed Exhibit ion ,  Papunya Tula Art ists ,  Al ice Springs,  
    Austral ia  

2006  
    Yawulyurru kapal i lu palyara nint i lpayi ,  Papunya Tula Art ists ,  Al ice 
    Spr ings,  Austral ia  
    Landmarks ,  Nat ional  Gal lery of  V ictor ia,  Melbourne,  Austral ia  

2005-2006  
    Luminous -  Contemporary Art  From The Austral ian Desert ,  Grafton  
    Regional  Gal lery,  Grafton;  Manning Regional  Art  Gal lery,  Taree;   
    Bathurst  Regional  Art  Gal lery,  Bathurst ;  Manly Art  Gal lery and 
    Museum, Manly;  Bundoora Homestead Art  Centre,  Bundoora,  
    Austral ia  

2005 
    Pintupi  Art ists ,  Papunya Tula Art ists ,  Al ice Springs,  Austral ia  
    Papunya Tula Art ists ,  Gal lery Gabriel le Pizz i ,  Melbourne,  Austral ia  

2004 
    Talking About Abstract ion ,  Ivan Dougherty Gal lery,  Col lege of   
    F ine Arts ,  Sydney,  Austral ia  
    Spir i t  & Vis ion,  Sammlung Essl ,  V ienna,  Austr ia 
    Mythology & Real i ty ,  Heide Museum of Modern Art ,  Melbourne,  
    Austral ia  

2003  
    Austral ian Contemporary Aboriginal  Art  in Prague ,  Toskansky  
    P lace,  Prague,  Czech Republ ic  
    Pintupi  Art ists ,  Papunya Tula Art ists ,  Al ice Springs,  Austral ia  

2002  
    Crossroads -  The Mil lennium Portfol io of  Austral ian Aboriginal   
    Pr ints ,  S ingapore Art  Museum, Singapore 



2001  
    Musée des Beaux Arts  et  d Archeologie de Vienne,  V ienne,   
    Austr ia 
    Dreamscapes -  Contemporary Desert  Art ,  Most ings Hus,  
    Frederiksberg,  Denmark 
    Art Aborigene ,  Musée Olympic,  Lausanne,  Switzer land 
    Dreamtime: The Dark and The Light ,  Sammlung Essl ,  V ienna,   
    Austr ia 
    Indigenous Highl ights f rom the State Art  Col lect ion ,  Art  Gal lery  
    of  Western Austral ia ,  Perth,  Austral ia  
    Aborigena ,  Palazzo Br icherasio,  Tur in,  I ta ly  

2000 
    Pintupi  Men ,  Papunya Tula Art ists ,  Al ice Springs,  Austral ia  
    Papunya Tula:  Genesis  and Genius ,  Austral ia  Gal lery of  New South  
    Wales,  Sydney,  Austral ia  
    Aboriginal  Lawman- Masterworks ,  Austral ian Exhibit ion Centre,  
    Chicago, USA 

1999  
    F ine Arts  Museums of  San Francisco,  San Francisco,  USA 

1998  
    The Desert  Mob Art  Show, Araluen Arts  Centre,  Al ice Springs,   
    Austral ia  

1997  
    Pintupi  Painters ,  Papunya Tula Art ists  Gal lery,  Al ice Springs,   
    Austral ia  

1996  
    Twenty Five Years and Beyond: Papunya Tula Paint ing ,  F l inders     
    Univers i ty  Art  Museum, Adelaide,  Austral ia  
    Imagining the Real :  an exhibit ion of  recent acquis i t ions f rom the  
    Par l iament House Col lect ion,  Canberra,  Austral ia  

1994 
    Power of  the Land, Masterpieces of  Aboriginal  Art ,  Nat ional   
    Gal lery of  V ictor ia,  Melbourne,  Austral ia  
    Dreamings -  Tjukurrpa:  Aboriginal  Art  of  the Western Desert ;  The 
    Donald Kahn col lect ion ,  Museum Vi l la  Stuck,  Munich,  Germany 

1993  
    Tjukurrpa,  Desert  Dreamings,  Aboriginal  Art  f rom Central   
    Austral ia  (1971-1993) ,  Art  Gal lery of  Western Austral ia ,  Perth,   
    Austral ia  
    Central  Austral ian Aboriginal  Art  and Craft  Exhibit ion ,  Araluen  
    Arts  Centre,  Al ice Springs,  Austral ia  
    Arat jara -  Austral ian Aboriginal  and Torres Strait  Is lander Art ,  
    Kunstsannlung, Nordrhein-Westfalen,  Düsseldorf ,  Germany 

1992  
    9th Telstra NATSIAA, Museum and Art  Gal lery of  the Northern  
    Terr i tory,  Darwin,  Austral ia  

1991  
    The Painted Dream ,  Auckland City Art  Gal lery,  Auckland; National   
    Art  Gal lery and Museum, Wel l ington,  New Zealand 
    Austral ian Aboriginal  Art  f rom the Col lect ion of  Donald Kahn ,   
    Lowe Art  Museum, Univers i ty  of  Miami,  Miami,  USA 

1990  
    Nat ional  Gal lery of  Modern Art ,  Rome, I ta ly  

1989  
    Aboriginal  Art :  The Continuing Tradit ion ,  Nat ional  Gal lery of  
    Austral ia ,  Canberra,  Austral ia  

1985 
    The Face of  the Centre:  Papunya Tula Paint ings 1971-1984 ,   
    Nat ional  Gal lery of  V ictor ia,  Melbourne,  Austral ia


