
Biography 

Fernando Botero was born in 1932 in Medel l ín,  Colombia.  At an ear ly  
age he became interested   in  paint ing.  He graduated from Medel l ín 
Univers i ty  in 1950.  Botero became exhibit ing his  paint ings in 1948 
and later  worked as a set  designer in Bogotá .  In the 1950s,  he 
traveled to several  di fferent European countr ies,  including Spain,  
I ta ly  and France,  to study the work of  Renaissance and Baroque 
masters.  He also traveled to Mexico to famil iar ize himself  with the 
current Mexican avant-garde.  Botero became renowned for  the 
var ied source mater ia l  he drew upon, f rom Colombian folk imagery 
to canonical  works by Diego Velázquez,  Pablo Picasso and Francisco 
de Goya.    

Ear ly  on he t i t led himself  as:”the most Colombian of  Colombian 
art ists”.  In 1958 Botero came to nat ional  prominence when he won 
the f i rst  pr ize at  the Salón de Art istas Colombianos.  Now he has 
achieved internat ional  recognit ion for  his  paint ings,  drawings and 
sculpture,  with exhibit ions across the world.  His  art  is  col lected by 
corporat ions,  pr ivate col lectors and major museums throughout the 
world,  l ike the Metropol i tan Museum of Art  in New York.  
Botero passed away in Monte Carlo in September of  2023,  aged 91.  

Artwork and technique    
In 1960 Botero moved to New York where he experimented br ief ly  
with a gestural  brushstroke,  which Botero cal led his  f l i r tat ion with 
the School of  New York.  Over the next years Botero continued to 
explore the manipulat ion of  form for aesthet ic  effect ,  gradual ly  
el iminat ing al l  t races of  brushwork and texture,  opt ing instead for  
smooth inf lated shapes. In his  deceptions of  contemporary Lat in 
American l i fe,  he portrays the poverty and violence prevalent in 
Colombia in somber images,  as wel l  as in his  iconic inf lated f igures.  
His  work consists  of  oi l  paint ings,  pastels  and bronzes,  featur ing 
bulky and s izeable f igures.  Despite their  s ize,  the f igures often seem 
to f loat .  

Message 
With aid of  the s ize of  certain elements in his  work,  Botero points 
out the importance of  these subjects.  He str ives to give expression 
to pleasure and l ight-hearted subjects as wel l .    

 
Selected Exhibit ions  

2013 -  Museo Bel las Artes de Bi lbao,  Bi lbao,  Spain 
2012 -  Una Celebración ,  Palacio Bel las Artes de México,  Mexico 
2010 -  Art is  deformation ,  Nassau County Museum of Art ,   
   Roslyn Harbor,  New York,  USA    

Selected Collections 

Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), New York, USA 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, USA 
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Washington, USA 
Museu d'Art Contemporani de Barcelona (MACBA), Barcelona, Spain 
Museo Reina Sofia, Madrid, Spain 
Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, USA 
Ho-am Museum, Seoul, South Korea 
Israel Museum, Jerusalem, Israel 
Kunsthalle Nuremberg, Nuremberg, Germany 
Museo d'Arte Moderna del Vaticano, Rome, Italy 
Museum Moderne Kunst, Vienna, Austria 
Neue Pinakothek, Munich, Germany  
Staatgalerie Moderne Kunst, Munich, Germany 
The Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York, USA 

Selected Art Fairs 

Art New York, New York, USA 
Zona Maco, Mexico City, Mexico
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