
Biography 

Banksy’s  ident ity  remains unknown, even after  being involved in the 
graff i t i  scene for  over twenty years.  I t  is  commonly bel ieved he was 
born as either Robert  Banks or  Robin Cunningham in Br istol ,  
Southern England, around 1974.  Banksy began as a graff i t i  art ist  in 
the ear ly  1990s,  in Br istol 's  graff i t i  gang DryBreadZ Crew.  
Although his  ear ly  work was largely f reehand, Banksy used stenci ls  
on occasion.  In the    late '90s,  he began using stenci ls  
predominantly.  His  work became more widely recognised around 
Bristol  and in London, as his  s ignature sty le developed.  
In Br istol ,  he also partnered with Inkie and other notable art ists  who 
st i l l  work with Banksy today.  Around 2000 he moved to London 
where he soon obtained a cult-status,  especial ly  in the Hackney 
neighbourhood where most of  his  street art  appeared. 

Banksy's  artwork is  character ised by str ik ing images,  often combined 
with s logans.  His  work often engages pol i t ical  themes,  sat i r ical ly  
cr i t iquing war,  capital ism, hypocrisy and greed. His  anarchist ic ,  even 
nihi l ist ic ,  approach is  combined with a dark humour with a playful  
and chi ldish imagery as a result .  A great admirer  of  Blek the Rat,  a 
French street art ist ,  who started working with stenci ls  in the ear ly  
1980s to di fferent iate himself  f rom the graff i t i  art  that  had emerged 
in New York in the previous decade. The Rat is  a recurrent and 
recognisable image in the works by Banksy.  

Whether plaster ing cit ies with his  t rademark parachuting rat ,  
paint ing imagined openings in the West Bank barr ier  in Israel ,  or  
stenci l l ing “We’re bored of  f ish” above a penguins’  zoo enclosure,  
Banksy creates street art  with an i r reverent wit  and an internat ional  
reputat ion that precedes his  anonymous ident ity.  “TV has made 
going to the theatre seem point less,  photography has pretty much 
ki l led paint ing,” he says,  “but graff i t i  has remained glor iously 
unspoi l t  by progress.” 

 

Lita Cabellut 
(Spanish,  born 1961)

Biography 

Lita Cabel lut  (1961,  Spain)  is  a broad-focused art ist  who l ives and 
works in The Hague. Her completed character  as an art ist  in 
combinat ion with her torrent ia l  force and extraordinary capacity,  
dr ives her art ist ic  act iv i t ies in mult iple discipl ines.  Beyond her 
monumental  paint ings,  her work includes an extraordinary touch for  
l inguist ics,  sculptures,  photography,  instal lat ions,  v ideo and 
performance.  She has also expanded to Opera scenography in the 
creat ion of  stage,  custom and video design.  I t  is  L i ta Cabel lut ’s  
central  tenant of  a guiding poetic sense that st i rs  a l l  these 
mult idiscipl inary tools .    

L i ta Cabel lut  is  recognized as the third most valued Spanish art ist  
and her works have been exhibited in numerous museums around the 
world,  including,  amongst many other places:  Seoul  Arts  Center,  
Korea;  Contemporary Art  Museum, Sic i ly,  I ta ly ;  CSMVS and Mumbai,  
India.  Her work is  included in the permanent col lect ions of  several  
museums such as Museo Goya IberCaja,  Zaragoza Spain;  Museo de 
Arte Contemporánea,  Sic i l ia ,  I ta ly ;  The Fendi  Col lect ion,  I ta ly ;  
Museu Europeu d’Art  Modern,  V i la Casas Foundation,  Spain;  Théâtre 
Mogador,  France;  Copelouzos,  Greece;  The RAK Art  Foundation,  
Barein;  The Joop & Janine van de Ende Foundation and The Paul  van 
Rensch Foundation,  The Netherlands.  

L i ta Cabel lut  grew up as a street chi ld in Barcelona unt i l  she was 
adopted at  the age of  twelve.  During this  t ime, she became 
acquainted with the Spanish Masters at  the Prado Museum, after  
which she immediately devoted hersel f  to the world of  art .  
L i ta Cabel lut  had her f i rst  exhibit ion at  the age of  17 and moved to 
The Netherlands when she was 19 years old,  where she studied at  
the Gerr i t  Rietveld Academy in Amsterdam.    

Over the years,  Cabel lut  has developed a unique technique 
character ized by large-scale canvases that combine tradit ional  
f resco techniques and modern media appl icat ions.  
The central  theme of  the human and the societal  messages that L i ta 
Cabel lut  communicates in her work is  pr imari ly  expressed through 
her def ining monumental  portraits .  



Selected Exhibit ions  

2023 
   SmithDavidson Icons ,  SmithDavidson Gal lery,  Amsterdam,  NL 
    

2022 
   Contemporary Art  Exhibit ion ,  SmithDavidson Gal lery,  New York,  USA 
   Solo:  SmithDavidson Gal lery,  Amsterdam, NL    
   Eternal  Beauty ,  SmithDavidson Gal lery,  Amsterdam, NL 
    

2020 
   De Zwarte Tulp,  Museum Zwarte Tulp,  L isse,  NL 
    

2019 
   8th Bei j ing Internat ional  Art  Biennale,  Hispano American hal l  -   
   Nat ional  Museum of Art  (NAMOC),  Bei j ing,  China 
   Naakt of  bloot? ,  Museum Jan Cunen, Oss,  NL 
   La Victora del  Si lencio ,  Museo Goya,  Zaragoza,  Spain 
    

2018 
   The Rossini  Project ,  Documentat ion centre German Sint i  and Roma,  
   Ber l in,  Germany 
   A Chronicle of  the inf inite ,  Museum Jan van der Togt,  Amstelveen,  NL 
   MASTERLY The Hague ,  Hoogsteder & Hoogsteder,  The Hague, NL 
   Charl ie Chapl in -  A Vis ion ,  YUZ Museum Shanghai ,  China 
   Test imonio ,  Centro Cultural  Cascais ,  Cascais ,  Portugal  
   Mujeres Art istas Hoy ,  Museo Europeo d’Art  Modern,  Barcelona,  Spain 
    

2017-2018 
   Test imonio ,  Museo de Arte Contemporáneo Gas Natural  Fenosa,   
   A Coruña,  Spain 
   Retrospect ive,  Espais  Volart  -  Fundació Vi la Casas,  Barcelona,  Spain 
    

2015-2016 
   The Figure in Process:  de Kooning to Kapoor ,  1955-2015,  Pivot  
   Centre for  Art  + Culture,  Seatt le,  USA 
    

2015 
   Disturbance ,  Museum Jan van der Togt,  Amstelveen,  NL 
   Black Tul ip:  The Golden Age ,  Lal i t  Kala A kademi,  New Delhi ,  India 
   Tri logy of  Truth ,  Museu Europeu d’Art  Modern,  Barcelona,  Spain 
   Blind Mirror ,  Häls inglands Museum, Hudiksval l ,  Sweden 
   Tri logy of  Doubt ,  Mac’S Museo Arte Contemporanea,  I ta ly  
   Black Tul ip:  The Golden Age ,  CSMVS ( former Pr ince of  Wales Museum),   
   Bombay,  India 

2014 
   Black Tul ip:  The Golden Age ,  Okura Hotel ,  Tokyo,  Japan 
   100 Masterpieces ,  Seoul  Art  Centre,  Seoul ,  South Korea 
   Here to Stay ,  Kunststat ion Kleinsassen,  Ber l in,  Germany 
    

2013 
   Tri logy of  Doubt ,  Het Noordbrabants Museum, Den Bosch,  NL 
   T r i logy of  Doubt ,  Fundació Vi la Casas,  Barcelona,  Spain 
   Me, you and Others ,  The Finnish Labour Museum, Finland 
    

2012 
   Retrospect ive,  Tr icot,  Winterswi jk ,  NL 
    

2007-2008 
   Gongzhen -  Art  in Sport ,  ADIDAS, Shanghái ,  Guangzhou, Shenyang,  
   Nankín,  Chengdu y Bei jng,  China 

Selected Awards 

2023 
   Award La Vanguardia Culture Award,  awarded by queen Let iz ia,  
   Barcelona,  Spain 
    

2021 
   Award National  Art ist  of  the Year 2021,  St icht ing Kunstweek,  NL 
    

2020 
   Award Excelente en el  Ambito Cultural ,  Comunidad de Madrid,  
   Madrid,  Spain 
    

2019 
   Award most inf luent ia l  art ist ,  F&A, La Vanguardia,  Ibero Press,  
   Barcelona,  Spain 
   Award Att i tude 43 Creat ive,  Harper’s  Bazaar,  Hearts  Magazines Group,  
   Madrid,  Spain 
    

2018 
   Award Personaje del  Año Fuera de Ser ie 2018,  category Art ,   
   Fuera de Ser ie,  El  Mundo, Madrid,  Spain 



Selected Media & Projects  

2020 
   Jury Project  Rembrandt,  NTR, Dutch Publ ic  Broadcaster,  NL 
   Jury Fundación Pr incesa Girona Awards,  FPdGI,  La Rioja,  Spain 
   Performance – Image, Bienal  de Flamenco, Sevi l la ,  Spain.   
   Lecture:  Los pasi l los que convirt ieron mi v ida en color,   
   Conference,  Museo del  Prado, Madrid,  Spain 
    

2019 
   Jury Lang Leve Rembrandt,  Ri jksmuseum, Amsterdam, NL 
   Jury 10th Figurat ivas,  Fundació Pr ivada de les Arts  i  e ls  Art istes,   
   Barcelona,  Spain 
   Jury Project  Rembrandt,  NTR, Dutch Publ ic  Broadcaster,  NL 
   Jury 11th Certamen Nacional  de Pintura Par lamento de La Rioja,   
   La Rioja,  Spain 
    

2018 
   Award Personaje del  Año Fuera de Ser ie 2018,  category Art ,   
   Fuera de Ser ie,  El  Mundo, Madrid,  Spain 
    

2017 
   Crónicas:  L i ta Cabel lut ,  e l  lenguaje de los colores,  RTVE, Spanish  
   Publ ic  Broadcaster,  Spain 
   Close Up: L i ta Cabel lut ,  Beauty above al l ,  NTR, Dutch Publ ic   
   Broadcaster,  NL 
    

2015 
   Jury 5th Figurat ivas.  Fundació Pr ivada de les Arts  i  e ls  Art istes,   
   Barcelona,  Spain 

Selected Art  Fairs   

KunstRAI Amsterdam, Amsterdam, NL 
PAN Amsterdam, Amsterdam, NL 
Art  Miami,  Miami,  USA 
EXPO Chicago, Chicago, USA


