
 

Matthi js Scholten 
(Dutch,  born 1983)

Biography 

Matthi js  Scholten was born in 1983 in Huizen,  The 
Netherlands.  Matthi js  descr ibes his  art ist ic  inspirat ion as or iginat ing 
from the streets,  f rom graff i t i  art  and weathered elements of  
bui ldings.  Al l  of  which serve as the impetus for  his  imaginat ive 
faces.  Scholten's  bold composit ions largely focus on the str ik ing 
eyes off  his  characters.  Eyes that look at  him, you,  and out to the 
world.  

The work of  Matthi js  Scholten is  immediately recognizable as a 
‘Scholten’  and diff icult  to c lass i fy  in any part icular  sty le or  school .  
He br ings many,  part ly  contrast ing components together to create 
his  own new, atypical  v isual  language. Explosions ar ise f rom the 
depth of  his  psyche and this  is  his  t ranslat ion of  the chaotic world 
around him. Construct iv ist  elements and symbol ism come together 
to form his  very recognizable sty le.  

The urge to establ ish order out of  chaos is  present and dominant in 
al l  h is  work.  Giving every element of  a composit ion equivalent 
meaning,  his  work can at  f i rst  instance,  resemble a large degree of  
control .  Together with the character ist ics of  the mater ia l ,  Scholten 
represents the object ive world through the use of  a ‘Basquiat- l ike’  
expressionist  technique of  spontaneity.  This  explosive connect ion 
forms his  unique strength.  Recognit ion,  ul t imately,  is  subordinate for  
Scholten,  rather i t  is  the emotion that the total  image evokes that is  
most important.    

In retrospect,  Scholten transforms his  v is ions,  explosions,  and his  
real i ty  into a completely v isual  event.  Tensions are either about to 
come to a discharge,  or  the drama has already happened.  
Simply put,  Scholten’s  work expresses the turbulent emotions of  
human existence.  Scholten’s  combative att i tude towards the world 
around him is  evident in his  work through his  use of  colour and 
shape, making the clashes and movements experienced almost 
palpable.  

Scholten’s  work have been exhibited nat ional ly,  as wel l  as 
internat ional ly  in Russia and Montenegro.  



Selected Exhibit ions 

2023 
    Anna Singer Artweek ,  Museum Singer Laren,    
    Laren,  The Netherlands 
    SmithDavidson Icons ,  SmithDavidson Gal lery,  Amsterdam,  
    The Netherlands 
    Solo presentat ion Art  on Paper Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
    
2022 
    Contemporary Art  Exhibit ion ,  SmithDavidson Gal lery,   
    New York,  USA 
    Duo:  Free or Form ,  SmithDavidson Gal lery,  Amsterdam,  
    The Netherlands 
    
2021 
    Museum Singer Laren,  Laren,  The Netherlands 
    
2019 
    Museum Singer Laren,  Laren,  The Netherlands 
    Solo:  Marit ime Heritage Museum, T ivat ,  Montenegro  
    
2018 
    Museum Singer Laren,  Laren,  The Netherlands 
    Gal lery of  Contemporary Art ,  I rkutsk,  Russia  

Selected Art  Fairs  

Art  on Paper Amsterdam, Amsterdam, NL 
KunstRAI Amsterdam, Amsterdam, NL 
PAN Amsterdam, Amsterdam, NL 
Art  Miami,  Miami,  USA 
EXPO Chicago, Chicago, USA 
The Armory Show, New York,  USA 


